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Thursday, February 21    
                  
6:00 pm	 Reception

7:00 pm 	 Dinner 

8:00 pm	 Introductory Remarks

Catharine Nepomnyashchy
Director, Harriman Institute, Columbia University; Ann 
Whitney Olin Professor of Russian Literature and Chair, 
Slavic Department, Barnard College

Debate: Does Leadership in Russia Matter? 

Timothy Colton
Director, Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, 
and Morris and Anna Feldberg Professor of Government 
and Russian Studies, Harvard University

Stephen Kotkin
Rosengarten Professor of Modern and Contemporary 
History; Director, Russian and Eurasian Studies Program; 
and Professor of International Affairs, Woodrow Wilson 
School, Princeton University
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Friday, February 22	
				  
8:00–9:00 am	      Registration

9:00–10:30 am	      Panel 1:  Politics

Chair:	 Stephen Sestanovich
Kathryn and Shelby Cullom Davis Professor of International Diplomacy, 
Columbia University; George F. Kennan Senior Fellow for Russian and 
Eurasian Studies, Council on Foreign Relations; Ambassador-at-Large 
and Special Adviser to Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 

Gleb Pavlovsky
President, Foundation for Effective Politics; Editor-in-Chief, Europe 
Publishing House 

Thomas Remington
Senior Fellow, Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, and 
Visiting Professor of Government, Harvard University; Professor of 
Political Science, Emory University

William Taubman
Bertrand Snell Professor of Political Science, Amherst College; Center 
Associate, Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, Harvard 
University

10:30–11:00 am	      Coffee Break

11:00 am–12:30 pm   Panel 2: Culture and the Arts

Chair: 	 Ann Cooper
Coordinator, Broadcast Program, and Professor of Professional Practice, 
Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism

Catharine Nepomnyashchy
Director, Harriman Institute, Columbia University; Ann Whitney Olin 
Professor of Russian Literature and Chair, Slavic Department, Barnard 
College
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Harlow Robinson
Matthews Distinguished University Professor of Modern Languages 
and History, Northeastern University 

Natalia Ivanova
First Deputy Editor-in-Chief, Znamya

12:30–2:30 pm	      Lunch			 

Keynote Speaker:  Zbigniew Brzezinski
Counselor and Trustee, Center for Strategic and International Studies; 
Robert E. Osgood Professor of American Foreign Policy, Paul H. Nitze 
School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University; 
U.S. National Security Adviser to President Jimmy Carter
 
2:30–4:00 pm   	      Panel 3: Grassroots Organizations and NGOs

Chair: 	 Timothy Colton
Director, Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, and Morris and 
Anna Feldberg Professor of Government and Russian Studies, Harvard 
University

Ole Solvang
Executive Director, Russian Justice Initiative

Sarah Lindemann-Komarova
Cofounder and Consultant, Siberian Civic Initiatives Support Center

Anna Gincherman
Relationship Manager, Women’s World Banking 

Ekaterina Butova
Chief Executive Officer, Russian Women’s Microfinance Network 

4:00–4:30 pm	      Coffee Break
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4:30–6:00 pm	      Panel 4: Economics

Chair: 	 Marshall Goldman
Senior Scholar, Davis Center, Harvard University; Kathryn Wasserman 
Davis Professor of Russian Economics, Emeritus, Wellesley College

Rawi Abdelal
Associate Professor of Business Administration, Harvard Business 
School, and Faculty Associate, Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian 
Studies, Harvard University

Sergei Guriev
Executive Director, Center for Economic and Financial Research; 
Associate Professor of Corporate Finance and Rector, New Economic 
School, Moscow

Rory MacFarquhar
Managing Director, Economic Research, Goldman Sachs, Russia
		
6:00–6:15 pm	      Conclusion

Timothy Colton
Director, Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, and Morris and 
Anna Feldberg Professor of Government and Russian Studies, Harvard 
University

6:15–8:00 pm	      Cocktail Reception


